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PROPERTY & BUILDING INSPECTION MODULE I 

TREC Course # 39925 

 

Chapter 5 

Interior Components 

 

Section 3 

Garage Door 

 
 

Objective: At the completion of this section,  the inspector candidate will: 

 

                    1. Understand the principles of inspecting a garage door. 

 

TREC Standards of Practice: 

 

535.231 (g) Garage door operators. 

The inspector shall report as Deficient: 

(1) inoperative units; 

(2) deficiencies in performance or mounting; 

3) missing or damaged components; 

(4) installed photoelectric sensors located more than six inches above the garage 

floor; 

(5) deficiencies in performance or absence of auto reversing mechanisms and 

manual detachment device; and 

(6) door locks or side ropes that have not been removed or disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.trec.texas.gov/online-sops
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Many houses with brick/stone above the garage door will sag due to an 

inadequately sized lintel. 
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When an electric garage door opener is installed recommend putting a screw into 

the locking lever to prevent it from locking. If this lever is engaged and the electric 

door opener is engaged serious damage to the garage door could result. 

 

 

 
 

Garage door electric opener sensor. 

 

 

 



244 

 

Sensor photo eye should be 4 – 6” above the floor. 

 

 
 

 

The mandatory rule primarily requires that all residential GDOs sold in the United 

States have an inherent reversing mechanism capable of reversing the motion of a 

moving garage door within 2 seconds, to reduce the risk of entrapment. This system 

is known as an “inherent system” because it is physically located within the housing 

of the GDO. In addition, the rule requires that the operator shall be provided with a 

means for connection of an external entrapment-sensing device. Most GDOs on the 

market today use an electric eye as the external entrapment-sensing device. The 

purpose of this device is to monitor the area under the garage door to detect people 

who might become entrapped by the garage door. The standard also allows a 

device, known as a “door edge sensor,” like the sensors used on elevator doors, or 

allows for any other device that provides equivalent protection. These devices are 

known as “external entrapment-sensing devices” because they are located outside 

the housing of the GDO. 
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